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The purpose of this session is to find out about the Phonics Screening Check and 

how you can support your child at home.



Session overview (Approximately 30 minutes)

Today we will be talking about:

● The Phonics Screening Check

● Phonics in KS1

● How you can support your child with reading/phonics at home.

Please feel free to ask any questions during the session



Parent workshop: Year 1 Phonics Screening Check

Teach reading: 
change lives



A love of reading is the biggest indicator 

of future academic success.
OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)



How many times have you already read today?



Phonics

Did you know there are 26 letters in the alphabet but there are 44 
sounds and over 100 different ways of spelling them?

This is why English is one of the most complex languages to learn!



Our school has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our 
Systematic Synthetic 
Phonics (SSP) programme 
to teach early reading 
and spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:



Terminology

Phoneme

Grapheme

Blend 

Digraph

Segment

Trigraph

Adjacent consonant

Split digraph

Phoneme: The smallest unit of sound that can 
be identified in words.

Grapheme: A letter or group of letters used to 
represent a particular phoneme when writing. 

Digraph: A grapheme using two letters to 
represent one phoneme. 

Trigraph: A grapheme using three letters to 
represent one phoneme. 

Blend: To combine individual phonemes into 
a whole word, working from left to right.

Segment: To identify each of the individual 
phonemes in a word, working from left to 

right.

Adjacent Consonant: Two or more 
consonants that come together in a word 
without any intervening vowel or vowels 

(for example, ‘d-r’ in ‘drop’, ‘s-t-r’ in ‘strap’). 

Split Digraph: A digraph representing a vowel 
sound where its two letters are split by an 

intervening consonant 
(for example, ‘a_e’ in ‘take’). 



The progression



In Reception your child will have been 
taught the Phase 2 and Phase 3 sounds



Your child has been taught most of 
Phase 5, they know:
● new graphemes for the Phase 2 

and 3 sounds (sounds they 
already know)

● that the same grapheme can 
have alternative 
pronunciations.

The ‘Grow the code’ lessons 
support children with reading and 
spelling these alternative spellings.

What your child been taught so far in Year 1



Let’s say the Phase 5 sounds



Children will be able to:
● blend independently
● blend in their heads with 

increasing fluency and 
confidence

● start to distinguish between 
different 
phonemes/graphemes.

Reading words



● These words have unusual 
spellings e.g. he, the, was, 
all, people.

● They are taught in a 
systematic way.

Tricky words

Children are now learning to read the Phase 5 tricky words: 
their, people, oh, your, Mr, Mrs, Ms, ask, could, would, should, our, house, 
mouse, water, want, any, many, again, who, whole, where, two, school, call, 
different, thought, through, friend, work, once, laugh, because, eye.



Tricky words



How we make learning stick



● Your child will be taught how to spell words 
every day using the graphemes they have 
been taught so far.

● They will practise writing a dictated sentence. 
The teacher will say the sentence, show them 
how to write it and then ask the children to 
write it independently.

● In Year 1, there are increasingly challenging 
words to spell, e.g. longer words, compound 
words, plurals. This all matches the Little 
Wandle sequence of learning.

Spelling

• Say the word.

• Segment the 
sounds.

• Count the sounds.

• Write them down.



Phonics Screening Check



● The national phonics 
screening check was 
introduced in 2012 to all Year 
1 pupils. It is a short, 
statutory assessment to 
ensure that children are 
making sufficient progress in 
the phonics skills required to 
read words and are on track 
to become fluent readers 
who can enjoy reading for 
pleasure and for learning.

What is the Year 1 Phonics 
Screening Check?

● It is designed to give 
teachers and parents 
information on how your 
child is progressing in 
phonics. It will help to 
identify whether your child 
needs additional support 
at this stage so that they 
do not fall behind in this 
vital early reading skill.



What is the Phonics Screening Check?
● It is a quick check of your child’s phonics 

knowledge.
● It is not designed to create any stress or 

anxiety for your child.
● It assesses decoding skills using 

phonics.
● It consists of 40 words (20 real words, 

20 ‘alien words’).
● If children do not achieve the required 

score in Year 1, they will retake the 
screening at the end of Year 2.

This term we are preparing for the 
Phonics Screening Check

In June, all year 1 children are expected to complete the year 1 Phonics 
Screening Check.



● Your child will sit with a member of staff that they know.
● They will be asked to read 40 words aloud.
● This takes just a few minutes to complete, but there is no 

time limit.
● If your child is struggling, the teacher will stop.
● It has been carefully designed not to be stressful for 

your child.

How does the check work?

It checks that your child can:
• Sound out and blend graphemes in order to read 

simple words.
• Read phonically decodable one-syllable and two-

syllable words, e.g. cat, sand, windmill.
• Read a selection of nonsense words which are 

referred to as pseudo words.

What does the PSC assess?



What are ‘alien words’?



● The check will contain 20 ‘alien words’.
● The children will be familiar with alien words and will start to read 

them this term.
● Alien words assess children’s decoding skills and are used in lessons 

for the purpose of preparing for the Phonics Screening Check only. 
● Children cannot read these words by using their memory or known 

vocabulary, so they have to use their decoding skills. This is a fair way 
to assess their ability to decode.

● The Phonics Screening Check will be administered in June.

What are ‘alien words’?



Is there a Pass Mark?
● The check is not about passing or failing but checks that appropriate progress is being 

made. 
● If children do not reach the required standard, then the teacher will be in touch to discuss 

plans and offer additional, tailored support to ensure that your child can catch up.
● Children progress at different speeds so not reaching the threshold score does not 

necessarily mean there is a serious problem. 
● Your child will re-sit the check the following summer term.

What happens to the Results?
● The school will report your child’s results to you by the end of the summer term as well as 

to the local authority, but unlike the KS2 SATs, the results won’t be published in a league 
table.  

● If you have any concerns, do talk to your child’s teacher about this in a parents’ meeting 
or after school.

Outcome of the Phonics Screening 
Check



Reading at home



One of the greatest gifts adults can 

give is to read to children 
Carl Sagan



Reading a book and chatting had a 
positive impact a year later on 
children’s ability to…
● understand words and sentences
● use a wide range of vocabulary
● develop listening comprehension 

skills.
The number of books children were 
exposed to by age 6 was a positive 
predictor of their reading ability two 
years later.

The most important thing you can do 
is read with your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



This means that your child should: 
● know all the sounds and tricky 

words in their phonics book well
● read many of the words by silent 

blending (in their head) – their 
reading will be automatic

● only need to stop and sound out 
about 5% of the words by the time 
they bring the book home – but 
they should be able to do this on 
their own.

Reading a book at the right level



● Say each sound in the word from 
left to right.

● Blend the sounds by pointing to 
each letter, i.e. /b/ in bat, or letter 
group, i.e. /igh/ in sigh, as you say 
the sound, then run your finger 
under the whole word as you say 
it.

● Talk about the meaning if your 
child does not understand the 
word they have read.

● Work at your child’s pace.
● Always be positive and give lots of 

praise and encouragement.

What should I do if my child is struggling to 
decode a word?



● Your child should be able to read 
their book without your help.

● They might sound out words 
and blend them before they read 
them fluently.

● If they can’t read a word read it 
to them.

● Talk about the book and 
celebrate their success.

Listening to your child read their 
phonics book



Sharing books at home:

● Make the story sound as exciting as 
you can by changing your voice.

● Talk with your child as much as you 
can:

o Introduce new and exciting language.

o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary.

o Make up sentences together.

o Find different words to use.

o Describe things you see.

Read to your child



Children are made readers 

on the laps of their parents.

― Emilie Buchwald



Supporting your child with phonics

Little Wandle Phonics Website

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Do you have any 
questions?

crolfe@trinityprimaryschool.org

mailto:crolfe@trinityprimaryschool.org

